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" I shall renew the system of the Shang Dynasty,
who were living four thousand years ago. The land
will be distributed in such a manner that everybody
will be able to feed himself, his family, his wife and
children. Each day of the year will be a day of joy.
In years of bad harvest none should go hungry. Kill
the Cruel, follow the Just. Taxes will be reduced,
truth will govern, the able will lead. Whoever is
brave, come to us."

The peasants rushed from South to North. They
distributed the land of the heretics and idolaters, of
the Buddhist and Taoist temples, of the Manchu
aristocracy, of the Chinese landlords, whom, they
killed and drove away.

This was the law of the Taiping:

"All land will be distributed according to nine
categories. Land of the first category is that which
in two harvests yields twelve hundred tching, of the
second eleven hundred, of the third a thousand, of
the fourth nine hundred, of the fifth eight hundred, of
the sixth seven hundred, of the seventh six hundred,
of the eighth five hundred, of the ninth four hundred.
One mou of the first category is equal to 1, 1 of the
second, 1, 2 of the third, 1, 3 of the fourth, 1, 5 of the
fifth, 1, 75 of the sixth, 2, 0 of the seventh, 2, 4 of the
eighth and 3, 0 of the ninth.

"All land will be distributed according to the
number of mouths, without regard to sex and age.
Many mouths need much land, a few need little. Good
and bad land will be distributed equally. A family of
six will receive three parts of good land, three parts of
poor land. All land in the country will be tilled by
all people in the country. If ground is barren, people